
Thomas Built Buses’ ‘If You Pass’ school bus safety campaign sparks community support and 
conversation, along with nearly $6,000 in funds for Bryan County Schools in Georgia 

 
HIGH POINT, N.C. – February 23, 2026 – Thomas Built Buses (TBB), a leading manufacturer of 
school buses in North America and a division of Daimler Truck Specialty Vehicles, has selected 
Bryan County Schools in Georgia as the recipient of proceeds from its recent ‘If You Pass’ school 
bus safety awareness campaign. The contribution will support the district’s ongoing work to 
reduce illegal school bus passings and improve roadway safety for students. 
 
Launched during National School Bus Safety Week, the ‘If You Pass’ campaign confronted the 
ongoing issue of illegal school bus passings, an offense that occurs an estimated 39.3 million 
times each school year according to National Association of State Directors of Pupil 
Transportation Services (NASDPTS). Rather than softening the message, the campaign opted for 
a direct, no-nonsense approach to school bus safety — If You Pass. 
 
Through bold social messaging and a limited-edition merchandise collection, the campaign 
caught the attention of drivers, educators and families nationwide, helping push the issue into 
the public conversation. This reinforced the responsibility to stop and gave communities a way 
to actively participate in school bus safety advocacy. 
 
Supporters purchased items from the merchandise collection, with all net proceeds dedicated 
to supporting school bus and driver safety education efforts. Supporters were also encouraged 
to nominate districts in their communities to receive campaign funds. 
 
Of the districts nominated by supporters, Bryan County Schools received the most recognition 
and has been selected as the recipient of the campaign proceeds. 
 
“Illegal passings are one of the most preventable dangers students face every day, and yet they 
keep happening,” said Mario DiFoggio, general manager of dealer channel sales and marketing 
for Thomas Built Buses. “The ‘If You Pass’ campaign was intentionally direct, because politeness 
doesn’t stop traffic — awareness does. For a short, three-week campaign, the response 
exceeded our expectations, and we know these funds will go a long way in supporting the 
important work Bryan County Schools is doing to protect students and keep this conversation 
going.” 
 
Thomas Built Buses will continue to collaborate with school districts, transportation 
departments and industry partners to advance student safety and encourage responsible driver 
behavior nationwide. 
 
About Thomas Built Buses: 
Founded in 1916, Thomas Built Buses is a leading manufacturer of school buses in North 
America. Since the first Thomas Built bus rolled off the assembly line, the company has been 
committed to delivering the smartest and most innovative buses in North America. Learn more 
at thomasbuiltbuses.com or facebook.com/thomasbuiltbuses. 

https://thomasbuiltbuses.com/
https://www.bryan.k12.ga.us/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/702936632835533?utm_source=prrelease&utm_medium=pr&utm_content=ifyoupass+na+na+22326+na+na+na+na&utm_campaign=tbb_2026_leadershipexpertise_safety


  
Thomas Built Buses, Inc., headquartered in High Point, North Carolina, is a subsidiary of Daimler 
Truck North America LLC, a leading provider of comprehensive products and technologies for 
the commercial transportation industry. The company designs, engineers, manufactures and 
markets medium- and heavy-duty trucks, school buses, vehicle chassis and their associated 
technologies and components under the Freightliner, Western Star, Thomas Built Buses, 
Freightliner Custom Chassis Corp and Detroit brands. Thomas Built Buses and Freightliner 
Custom Chassis Corp. together form Daimler Truck Specialty Vehicles. Daimler Truck North 
America is a subsidiary of Daimler Truck AG, one of the world’s leading commercial vehicle 
manufacturers. 
 


